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About the Book

• This is the magical and inspiring story of the
adventures of a flock of wayfaring birds in search of
their distant king

Finalist in the “Best New Children’s Picture Book” category of
The USA “Best Books 2012” Awards
Finalist in the “Picture Books” category of the Foreword
Magazine 2012 Book of the Year Awards
Silver Midwest Book Award for “Illustration: Graphic”

“Both prose and illustrations combine simplicity
and elegance, ably rendering this classic tale for a
new generation.”
—Publishers Weekly
“It will be a perfect lead-in for a discussion
of inner core self-esteem values we each face.
Questions such as: ‘Am I pretty enough?’ or ‘Am
I important enough?’ can become the gateway
to conversations about what is important in life.
The story can be used to encourage those who
need a little extra confidence as they begin their
individual journeys attempting to figure out how
they feel about themselves.”
—3rdgradereading.net
$19.95, 40 pages, hardback
40 color illustrations
ISBN: 978-1-937786-02-1
Lexile® measure—770L, Grade 2 and up

• Based on an 800 year old classical Sufi parable, it has
been adapted for children by award-winning author
Alexis York Lumbard and brought to glorious life by
renowned illustrator Demi
• Children will delight as the various characters
overcome fear, physical hardship, and inner limitations
to reach their destination
• Provides parents with a unique opportunity to teach
moral and spiritual development to their children
• Famous children’s book author and illustrator Tomie
dePaola wrote to the author: “Congratulations on
a lovely book. You [both] have made a wonderful
contribution to the world of children’s literature…
Please, keep up the good work!”

About the Author

Alexis York Lumbard is an award-winning author of
several children’s titles, including Angels and Everyone
Prays.

About the Illustrator

Demi is the award-winning author of over 130 bestselling
children’s books, including The Empty Pot. Her books have
sold over half a million copies.

Vocabulary:
deprived

sorrow

uphold

inscribed

despair

honorable

hesitated

laziness

advance

purpose

majestic

panted

attachments

fluttered

ancient

trembled

relentlessly

snicker

conquer

menacing

endured

endless

desperate

humility

Discussion Questions and/or Writing Prompts:
Have students read the book independently.
1. Ask students to explain the setting of the book. Where does the story take place? When does
it take place, past or present?
2. The hoopoe is the protagonist, or the main character in the book, as she is the one to guide
the birds along their long and difficult journey. Ask your students to cite specific examples as
to how the hoopoe helps the other birds finish their quest.
3. Have students summarize aloud or in writing the main plot of the book. Make sure they
identify a clear beginning, middle, and end. This is called the narration arc.

4. Ask students if they can identify personal struggles. For example, have any of them ever been
afraid to speak up in front of a group even though they had something valuable to contribute.
Or, have any of the students ever played a sports game and made a mistake? Then ask them to
think about the birds in the story and what the various struggles they encountered were. Then
ask the students to select one bird with which they identify the most.
5. The Conference of the Birds is a folktale but it can also be called a “hero story.” This is a story in
which an individual or individuals go on a great journey and on that journey are transformed
or changed into a new person, something more than they were before. Which bird is the hero
in The Conference of the Birds, or do you think that all the birds are heroes?

6. Ask the students to discuss the ending. Did they find it surprising? How do they make sense
of it? Discuss phrases like, “beauty is found on the inside,” or “it doesn’t matter what you look
like but who you are.”

7. Ask them to study the final illustration. What do they think about the imagery of the sun?
What is the illustrator conveying to us the reader? [Hint: could it be a symbol for the truth
and why? Discuss the qualities of the sun.]
Conference of the Birds | Discussion Guides | Wisdom Tales Press | www.wisdomtalespress.com

