
 

 

A young boy named Two Birds had 
found the abandoned wolf pup and they 
had grown up together side by side. But 
now the wild wolves were calling and the 
young wolf yearned to be free. Would 
Two Birds release his companion back 
into the wild? Set around 500 years ago 
among the Pueblo Indians of the desert 
Southwest, this heartwarming story 
teaches us the importance of letting go of 
our fears. 
 

 Stunning illustrations to evoke the 
mystic beauty of the Southwestern 
desert   

 A heartwarming piece of fiction that 
weaves together themes of 

community, tradition, self-esteem, and respect for all life 

 A realistic portrait of a culture that continues to exert a vibrant, living influence today 

 Notes on the illustrations with fascinating details on Pueblo culture, language, and 
tradition 
 

 ISBN: 978-1-937786-45-8 

 Pub Date: October 2015 

 Price: $16.95 

 Trim Size: 8”x9” 

 Page Count: 40 hardcover 

 Ages: 5 and up 
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Ben Franklin Awards 2016, Silver, “Best New Voice: Children’s/Young Adult” 

Skipping Stones Honor Awards 2016, Outstanding Contribution to Multicultural 
Awareness in Children’s Literature 

New Mexico and Arizona Book Awards 2016, Winner in “Children’s Category” 

 

“Pauline Ts’o’s Whispers of the Wolf is the perfect picture book, in which careful 
research, beautiful illustrations, and pure storytelling power come together seamlessly. I 
was moved by this story, by both its evocation of the particular world of pre-Contact 
Pueblo life and the universals it presents. And I know how deeply it would have appealed 
to me if I’d encountered it as a child; I would have longed to be Two Birds!” 
—Tim J. Myers, author of Basho and the Fox and many other children’s books  
 

“This book is delightful. Clearly written, well told, and the illustrations are luminous! [It 
is] a very beautiful book.” 
—Joseph Bruchac, storyteller, educator, and author of Buffalo Song, and Our Stories 
Remember: American Indian History, Culture, and Values through Storytelling 

I am grateful to Julie Lowell, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Northern Iowa, Charles Adams, Curator of Archeology at the Arizona State Museum, 
Alfonso Ortiz, Professor of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico, Elizabeth 
Grobsmith, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and Chip 



 

 

Wills, Professor of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico, for their time and 
watchful eyes. —Pauline Ts’o 
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Pauline Ts’o is an author, illustrator, photographer, and co-founder of a 
computer animation and visual effects company that has won multiple 
Academy Awards (Life of Pi, Babe, and The Golden Compass—Best Visual 
Effects). Pauline’s production credits include working as a digital lighting 
supervisor on the films Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, Bedazzled, and 
Disney’s It’s Tough to be a Bug theme park attraction, where she also served 
as an art director. In addition, Pauline’s credits include various commercials, 
most notably as a lighting technical director on the first Coca-Cola Polar 
Bear commercial, which was the first computer animated advertisement to 
win an ASIFA Annie award.     
     Pauline first encountered the Pueblo people of the desert Southwest 
during a photography workshop in the 1980s and kept going back. Her 
story, Mortimer Mole, was a 2015 winner in the Picture Book category at the 
Los Angeles SCBWI Writer’s Days Works-In-Progress contest. Pauline is of 

Chinese American descent and lives in Los Angeles, CA, with her husband and twins. 

 

 

Rosemary Apple Blossom Lonewolf is an American Indian artist, enrolled 
in the Santa Clara Pueblo (Tewa) tribe, located in northern New Mexico. 
With her father Joseph Lonewolf and his sister Grace Medicine Flower as 
her expert teachers, Rosemary began her art career learning the family 
tradition of the 2,000 year old art of Pueblo pottery making at the young 
age of eighteen, potting under her Tewa name of Apple Blossom.  
 Rosemary’s artwork is included in the Smithsonian Museum of 
American History and the New Mexico Museum of Indian Art & 
Culture. The Heard Museum commissioned her to collaborate with a 
native glass artist to create their 38’ L x 8’ H entryway piece. Lonewolf is 

also a gifted lecturer and teacher. She has been a Ceramic Instructor & Artist in Residence at Harvard 
University and lectured at Princeton University. Rosemary continues to reside at Santa Clara Pueblo with 
her extended family. 
 

Vivian Arviso Deloria is an educational consultant, teaching instructor, lecturer, 
and multicultural curriculum developer who is an enrolled member of the 
Navajo nation (Tohatchi Chapter). A former Miss American Indian, she has 
served as Executive Director of Education for the Navajo nation and has 
worked with Oglala Sioux and Navajo students from preschool through college. 
Vivian is also Director of “Ways of Life: Iina,” a Ford Foundation grant, which 
is preparing a curriculum for Navajo children on life’s choices, and is 
Chairperson for the Navajo Nation Women’s Commission. She is the author of 
Writers in Indian Country: A Handbook for Author Residency Programs with 
Native American Students. Vivian lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

 


