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Barnaby is a poor juggler who is taken in by the friendly prior of a
monastery. There the monks make beautiful works in dedication to
the Virgin Mary. But simple Barnaby is saddened that he has nothing
to offer her—until one day, he realizes that he, too, has a special gift.
Adapted from a beloved old French legend by award-winning author,
Demi, this is the story of how faith can lead us to use our talents in
God’s service.
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Selections from The Heavenly Juggler

But when Barnaby ®

2 stood on one hand \
ODCC . on a time threw six copper balls L]
in France in the glittering sunshine, ®

there was a poor juggler
named Barnaby who went from

and caught them again
with his feet, q /\

the crowd woke up.

town to town balancing
ten tin plates
on the tip of his nose.

And when
Barnaby juggled
dozens of knives
at the same time,
the whole crowd
_ clapped and cheered
and threw pieces

of money
in appreciation.

The crowd was bored
with the tin plates. T

But in winter, Barnaby was like a dead tree stripped
of its leaves. The frozen ground was too hard and
slippery to juggle upon, and there were no people.
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For Barnaby, earning his bread by the sweat of his brow was hard.
The warmth of the sun and the broad daylight were
as necessary for Barnaby to show off his juggling as
it were for the trees to flower and fruit.

And so Barnaby
became a monk.
In the monastery
~ all the monks prayed

S to Mary,
“Friend Barnaby, . the holy Mother of God,
come with me!” he said. and used all their own
“T'll admit you f special skills and gifts
to honor her.

to the monastery
of which Iam prior!”

Visit the “press room” at www.wisdomtalespress.com for more information.



About the Author and Illustrator

Demi is the award-winning author of over 300 bestselling children’s
books, including Jesus, Mary, Saint Francis of Assisi, The Wisdom of
Solomon, and The Psalms of King David. Her titles have sold over two
million copies. The Empty Pot was selected by former First Lady Barbara
Bush in 1990 as one of the books to be read on the ABC Radio Network
Program Mrs. Bush’s Story Time, sponsored by the Children’s Literacy
Initiative. Demi’s book Gandhi was named a New York Times Best
[llustrated Book and received an Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Platinum
Award. Major exhibitions of her work have been held in numerous
museums in the U.S., including the Time/Life Gallery in New York,

the Botolph Galleries in Boston and Cambridge, and the Los Angeles
County Museum. Demi won a Fulbright Scholarship to India, and in
addition she represented the U.S. at the First International Children’s
Book Conference in Beijing, China, in 1992. She lives in Yarrow Point,
WA.
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