Study Guide for A Ring For a King

Read the story and look at the illustrations to answer these questions.

Comprehension Questions:

1.
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Look at the end pages at the beginning of the book. See if you can find these
pictures as you read the story.

When and where does the story take place?

When Ezra is walking through the corridors, how can you tell he is listening to
people?

All types of people are shown in the pictures — servants, wealthy people,
common people, and King Solomon. Which people are wearing shoes? Which
people are barefoot? What does wearing shoes have to do with a person’s status
or place in society?

How can you tell that Erza is loyal to King Solomon?
What is a silent vow?

Which picture shows the cook? How does he treat Ezra?
Why did Ezra think his life was ruined?

How does the man who stumbled help Ezra? What does he mean when he says
about the ring, “others who can understand its meaning?”

10.Why does Ezra stand in line to see the king? Why is King Solomon surprised to

see him there?

11.Can you point to the letters, gimel, zayin, and yud? (Remember, Hebrew is read

from right to left.)

12.What reward did Ezra want for helping the king? What did he get?

13.How did the phrase, “This too shall pass,” come true for Ezra?

14.What do these words mean?

palace ancient corridors desperate  sought wise
wealth boasted fortune weary trustworthy noblemen
success failure govern humble begone inscribed

cobblestones audience redeem gratitude



Discussion Questions:

1.
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9.

The title page has pictures of grapes, dates, pomegranate, and fig. Point to each
of these foods. Have you eaten some of these fruits? Where do they come from?
Can you identify some of the other foods in the book?

Have you heard of King Solomon? What do you know about him?

Why do you think King Solomon spoke to Ezra? Do you think they spoke to each
other often? Why or why not?

Why would people who are troubled want to talk to King Solomon? What kinds of
things might they say or ask?

Why would Solomon want to make a proud person feel humble?
Do you think the cook was fair to Ezra? Why or why not?
Why do you think Ezra offered to help the man who tripped?

Do you think Ezra knew how to read? Which people in the story could most likely
read?

In this story, do you think Solomon is a good king? Why or why not?

10.Before reading this story, had you heard the phrase, “This too shall pass?” If so,

where or how?

Challenge Questions:

1.

The story doesn’t say how Ezra came to be a servant in King Solomon’s palace.
How do you think he got there? What might his life have been like before then?

. What do you think Ezra might have done if he couldn’t get his job back at the

palace?

Do you think Ezra returned to his servant job at the palace? How do you think his
life changed at the end of the story?

What does the phrase, “This too shall pass” mean to you?



